OF FICE ME MORANDUM

Subiect. Paymeant ul tee under the iaght o Infomaion Act, 2005 SCORe Of
saciion {3} of Scotion 7 of the Act

The Undersigned is direcied 10 say that a question 15 jaised from ime io
whicthier = Pubiic Information Otticer (P1O) has power lo charge fee unde: Se.
7(3) of the RT! Act, 2005 i addition lo fee prescribed under Sections 6{1}, 7(1}
7(5) of the Act.

2. secuon 6(1) of the Act enables the Government to prescribec appilication
and sup-sections (1) and (5) of Section 7 to prescribe fee in addition to applice
fee for supply of information. On the other hand sub-section (3} of Sectic
provides the procedure which a PIO has to follow for realizing the fee prescn
under sub-sections (1) and (5) of the Section. Details of fees that can be charge:
a public authority under the Central Government are contained in the Righ
Information (Regulation of Fee & Cost) Rules, 2005. The Rules or the Act do
give power to the PIO to charge any fee other than prescribed in the Fee and (
Rules. Attention in this regard is invited to following extracts from the common o
passed by the Central Information Commission in Appeal No. CIC/MA/A/2008/C
(Shri KK. Kishore Vs. Institute of Company Secretaries of India) and Comp

No.CIC/WB/C/2007/00943 (Shri Subodh Jain Vs. Dy. Commissioner of Police)

. - “The Act under proviso to sub-section (5) of Section 7 also provides thai
= prescribed under sub-sections (1) and (5) of Section 7 shall be reason

@) and no such fee shall be charged from the persons who are below po

=" line- as may be determined by the Appropriate Government.
/’{ Government has already prescribed fees as deemed reasonable mand:

under Sections 7{1} and 7(5) of the Act and in the view of the Commiss
— there is no provision for any further fee apart from the one already prescr
under Sections 7(1) and 7(5) of the Act". ey
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3 The Commission, whiie delivenng dactsion i above cases, ieccomimends

thiz Departmoent fo make rules for charging 2= fowardgs supply of wioitahion w
may includge fee for supply of books, maps, pians, documents, sampies, modeis
that are priced and towaids postalfcouner chaiges for mating miomation, v
postal/courier charges are in excess of minimum siab presciibad by the Depaits

of Posts and ifor other similar situations

4. ihe Right to Information {Regulation of Fee & Cosi) Rules, 2005 ai
orovide provisions for charaing of fee for giving information i diskelles or fiopp
in the form of photc copy, for providing samples, modsis, prinied matenal ika b
maps, plans etc; and for inspection of records. The Government have, howeve
consiagered it desirabie to chaige fee towards expendilure invoived in m
information or overhead expenditure eic. Nevertheless, supply of informatior
form which would disproportionately diverl the resources of the public autho
taken care of by Section 7(9) of the Acl according to which information
ordinarily be provided in the form in which it is sought but supply of informatio
particular form may be refused if suppiy of information in that form would dive
resources of the pubiic authority disproportionately.

8. It is hereby clarified that where a Public information Officer takes a decis
provide information on payment of fee in addgition to the application fee, he !
determine the quantum of such fee in accordance with the fee prescribed unc
Fee and Cost Rules referred to above and give the details of such fee
applicant together with the calculation made to arrive at such fee. Since the
the Rules do not provide for charging of fee towards postal expenses or cost in
_in deployment of man power for supply of information eic., he should not :
applicant to pay fee on such account. However, wherever supply of informati
particuiar form would disproportionately divert the resources of the public auth
would be detfrimental to the safety or preservation of the records, the PIO may
to supply the information in that form.
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All the Munisties/Departinent ., of e Goverinoend of Bl

Unicn Public Service Commussion/Lok  Sabha  Secietanattiaya Sal
Secretanat/Cabinet  Secietary/Central  Vigdance Compusson/Preside
Secretariat/Vice-Presidentl’'s  Secrelanal/Pame  Muuster's  Olhice/Plane
Commission/l'lection Commission

State Information Commissions

Staff Seiection Commission, CGO Complex, New Delhi.

Ofc the Comptrolier & Auditaor General of India, 10 Bzhadwt Shah Zafar M
New Delhi.

All Officers/Desks/sections, DOP&T and Uepartment of Pension
Pensioners Welfare.

Copy to :  Chief Secretaries of all the States/UTs.

Copy also to : Central Information Commission with reference to

Commission’s recommendation referred to above.
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