
DECLARAl'ION OF INTENT
BEl'WEEN TITf,

INDIAN COUNCIL OT'MEDICAL RI]S1]ARCII, DEPARTMENT OF IIT]AI,'TH RESf,ARCII,
MINISTRY OF HEAI,'TII AND FAMILY WELTARI]

AND

NATIONAL INSTITUTf, OF ALLERGY AND INFECTIOUS DISEASl]S. NATIONAL
INSTITUTES OF I{EALTH, DEPARTMENl'OF IIEALTH AND IIUMAN SERVICES

AND

TIIE BILL & MELINDA CATES FOUNDATION. USA

Noting the USlndia Science and Technology Agrecmcnt, rhc ongoinS Joinl Starcmcnl on Collaboration
on Prevention ofSexually Transmitted Discascs and HIV/AIDS (*STD & HIV/AIDS ). the Agrcement
for Coopemtion onan l ntcrnalional Cenrer o f t\ccllcnce in Research ( ICER ) and lhe Letleroflnlcnt
on Antimicrobial Rcsislance Research.lhis dcclaralion ofintcnt is intended ro build on a long tradition
ofcollabomt;ve rcscarch and lraining. includinB cnhancemcnl ol rcsearch capncil).

Thc lndian Council ol Mcdical Research ( ICMR ), Deparimenl olHcallh Rcscarch. Ministry of
Health and Family Wcllhre of India; thc Nalional lnstitrte ofAllergy and Infeclious Discases

(-NIAID") ofthe National Inslitutes of Heahh ('Nlll"), Depanment of Hcalth and Human Serviccs ol'
the United Slates of Amcrica ("USA '); and. thc Bill & Melinda Gates Foundal;on ( BMCIr"). USA.
(each a "Participant 'and collectivcly, the _Parti€ipanrs") inlcnd lo collaborate rcSarding lhe

establishment and funding ofa clinical research ltllowship program for carlt and mid-career

scientisrs wilhin India and lhc USA to help in expanding lhc cohon ofphlsician scicnrisrs focused on

research thal \!ill advancc discovery to improvc clinical practice and benelit public heahh in both

Thc initial focus oflhis lcllowship program is inlended to be scientists engaginS in inllctious diseasc

and immunology rescarch. with an emphasis on discascs that allect women and childrcn.

The Participanls intend lhat NIAID and ICMR. will manage rhe fellowship proSram. including all
aspects ofthe applicalion and selection proccss. While all early-career invcslir,rtors Nithin India and

lhe USA who mcel lhe eligibilily criteria ma) apply, an imponant objective ofthis lcllo$ship
program is to encouragc the developmenl of limalc early-career clinical scicnli5ls in India and the

llSA. Anolher objcctivc oflhc program is an inlcnlion lo fosler lonS{enn collabor,rlivc relal;onships

belween lndian and U.S. investigators. To hclp advance these purposes, the program may include
small inilial research granls competitively awarded to suppori the research olsucccssful fellows upon

completion of thcir l'cllowships.

The Participants rccognizc lhe interesl in disscminating infonnation to othcr enlities and to the public
abour activit;es conduclcd pursuant to lhis dcclaration ofintent. The Padicipants, holvcvcr. also

.ccognize a need lo coordinate about lvhen and holv such information may bc dissenrinaled.

Accordingly. lhc Panicipants inlend to share. prior ro rclcasc. any public slalemcrl, prcss release, etc.

conceming this declaralion of intent.



All activities carried out under this letter ofintent are expected to be consistenl with applicable laws

and are subject to the ava;lability ofpersonnel, resources, and approprialed funds. This declaration of
intent does not impose, nor is it intended to impose, any legal commitments on the Participants. It is

intended that this declaration ofintent may lead to fu.lher discussions regading the fellowship
program, including number ofopportunities ava;lable for potential fellows, plan for application
solicitation, the funding arrangements, merit review and prografi monitoring, and all necessary

regulatory and other approvals.

Signed on Octob€r 2019 in lhe Eoglish language.

For NIAID Datc For ICMR

Balrarn Bhargava, MD
Secrelary, Depanmenrof Heahh Res€arch
& Direcbr General. Indian Council of

Minisrry olHealth and Family Welfee
NewDelhi,India
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Anthony S. Fauci, MD
Dircclor
Nalional Institule ofAllergy and Inf€clious Diseases
Dkeases, Nalional Institutes of Health
U.S. Department of Health and Huma. Senices
Be0resda, MD, USA
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M Hari Menon
Director, India Country Office
Bill & MelindaGates Foundation
New Delhi, India


