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No. 16/47/2018-Admn.II Dated 25.05.2018
To

The Directors/Director-in-charge of
Permanent Institutes/Centers of the Council

Subject: Instructions relating to grant of Conference Visa to foreign nationals coming to attend
International conference/seminar/workshop -

Sir/Madam,

Please find enclosed herewith a copy of the letter No. H.11017/15/2017-HR (Part) dated 19
March, 2018 alongwith its enclosures received from Department of Health Research, New Delhi on
the above mentioned subject for record and future reference.

Yours faithfully,
[2h -~

(Bharat Bhushan)
Sr. Administrative Officer,
For Director General.

Encl: As above.
Copy to:-

1 PS to DG/PS to Addl. DG/ Sr. DDG (A)/Sr. FA.

) All Divisional Heads,

3. PS to Dy. Director General (A)

4, Asstt. Director General (Admn.) (AX)(RR)

5 Sr. AO Vigilance.

6 IRSM Division — with request to upload the above circular on ICMR website.



FONO L TI07/15/2017-HR (Part)
Government of India
Ministry of Health & Family Welfare
(Department of Health Research)

khk
2nd Floor, IRCS Building,
Red Cross Road,
New Delhi-110 001,
-
Dated the I March, 2018.
\3’/
The Director General, . .
Indian Council of Medical Research, LG, ICMR QFFICE
Ansari Nagar, DIARY NO, =
. L
HiEw DEML 0025, DATE:.........L‘%{.??:“’

Sub:- Instructions relating to grant of Conference Visa to foreign nationals
coming to attend international conference/seminar/workshop.

Madam,

I am directed to forward a copy of O.M. No. 25022/8/2018-FCC dated
28.02.2018, from Ministry of Home Affairs, on the above noted subject, for

record and future reference.
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Encl:. A/A Under Secretary to Govt. of India
Tele:- 23736090
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OFFICE MEMORANDUM

instructions relating to grant of Conference Visa to foreign nationals

Subject
coming to attend n,tﬂmat.o'\.a. (onfcrc we [ seminer fworkshop

The undersigned is duecied to say hat as
new Visa Manua; pertaining to Conference Visa, .prior clearance of the Ministry ¢i
Home Affairs for hoiding an event (i.e. international conference/ seminar/ workshop) is
required only if the event falls withir: the fol 3
of the Visa Manual -

135 oi Chapter 13 of the

pel para

P

owing parameters as mentioned in para 13.3

(@) If there are participants from Afghanistan, Pakistan. lIrag, Sudan,
foreigners of Pakistani origin and Stateless persons; and

(b)  If the participants of conferences /seminars/workshops are requirec 10
visit 'Restricted' or 'Protected’ areas in India, or areas affected by
terrorism, militancy and extremism etc. viz, Jammu & Kashmir and the
North Eastern States (other than the States of Manipur. Mizoram and

Nagaland).

2. It has come to the notice of this Ministry that for the purpose of grant of
Conference Visa to foreign nationals intending to come to [ndia for attending an
international conference/ seminar/ workshop, some Missions/Posts are Insisting on
submission of documents conveying the prior ciearance of the Ministry or Home Affairs
(Foreigners Division) for holding the event  This matier was examined in tm:, Ministry
and instructions were issued to all Indian Missions/ Posts vide this Ministry's letter of
even numbei dated 6" February. 2018 reiierating the provisions in the Visa Manual
r@garqu +h@ procedure for obtaining prior clearance of MHA for holding an
iniernatior onference/ seminar/ workshop (event clearance) for strict compliance.

3 Since a number of international conferences/ seminars/ workshops are being
organized by various Ministries/ Dapaltments of the Government of India, a copy cf this

Ministry’'s letter of even number dated 6" February, 2018 addressed to the Indian
m para 2 above is forwarded herewith for infoimation and

Missions/ Posts referred t
necessary ac .--m (
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TR FATeru e el Major Dhyan Chand

Ministry of Home Affairs/Foreigners National Stadium,

) Division Bk
T T (T‘Eﬁ'@‘ﬁ-[ 34?\)(811?0 India Gate,
(Foreigners-l Section) A3 Teair-110002

New Delhi-110002

HesT Ho/Ref. No.25022/8/2018-F.CC feaer/Dated: 68" February, 2018

To
All Indian Missions/Posts

Subject: Instructions relating to grant of Conference Visa to foreign nationals
coming to attend international conference / seminar / workshop

Sir,
It has come to the notice of this Ministry that for the purpose of grant of
Conference Visa to foreign nationals intending to come to India for attending an
international conference/ seminar/ workshop, some Missions/Posts are insisting on
submission of documents conveying prior clearance of the Ministry of Home Affairs
(Foreigners Division) for holding the event. In this context, your kind attention is invited
to the para 13.5 of Chapter 13 of the new Visa Manual pertaining to Conference Visa. it
has been specifically provided therein that prior clearance of the Ministry of Home
Affairs for holding an event (i.e. international conference/ seminar/ workshop) will be
required only if the event falls within the following parameters as mentioned in para 13.3
of the Visa Manual:-

(a) If there are participants from Afghanistan, Pakistan, lrag, Sudan,
foreigners of Pakistani origin and Stateless persons, and

(b) If the participants of conferences /seminars/workshops are  required to
visit ‘Restricted' or 'Protected' areas in India, or areas affected by
terrorism, militancy and extremism etc. viz. Jammu & Kashmir and the
North Eastern States (other than the States of Manipur, Mizoram and

Nagaland).

2. Further, a detailed procedure for obtaining prior clearance of the Ministry of Home
Affairs for holding ‘an international conference / seminar / workshop (event clearance) by
the organizers has also been laid down in para 13.5 of the new Visa Manual. It has also
been specifically provided in a note below para 13.5 of the new Visa Manual that the
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of inlernaticnal conferences/ seminars/ workshops fe:

ol apphcanon by the organizers
seenng clearance of the Mirustry of Home Affairs for holding the eveni and o
processing of such applications by this Ministry online. The clearance of this Ministiy for
holdmg the event will be generated through ithe online system and seni o ihe
organizers. A copy of the ciearance will also be endorsed to all indian Missions/ Pogls

3. It may also be noted thal the Visa Manual provides that the Missions shal
carefully examine the subject of the conference/seminariwerkshop and Visa shall not be
issued for events which invaolve politically and/ or socially sensitive subjects [pare
13.2(in) of the new Visa Manual refers). '

4. It is further provided in para 13.8 of the new Visa Manual that a foreign nationaj
intending to attend an International Conference/ seminar/ workshop while already in
India on Business/ Employment / Student/ Research visa may seek prior permission of
the FRRO/ FRO concerned by making a suitable application along with all relevant
details. However, in respect of cases falling within the parameters mentioned in para
13.3 of the Visa Manual, such permission shall be granted by FRRO/ FRO concerned

only with the prior approval of the Ministry of Home Affairs.
S. Above instructions as contained in the new Visa Manual are once again brought
to the notice of all Indian Missions/ Posts for strict compliance.
Yours faithfully
(Pramod Kumar)
Director (Foreigners)
Tel. no. 23077508
Copy to:-
- Ministry of External Affairs [Joint Secretary (CPV)], Patiala House Annexe, New

i Delhi — with the request to convey the above instructions to all Indian Missions/
Posts for compliance. -

2. Ministry of External Affairs [Joint Secretary (Coord)], South Block, New Delhi

3. Principal Secretary (Home) of all State Governments/UT Administrations

4. Joint Director, Bureau of Immigration

) Cabinet Secretariat

6. FRROs- Delhi, Mumbai, Chennai, Kolkata, Amritsar, Bangalore Hyderabad,
Kochi, Thiruvananthapuram, Calicut, Goa . Lucknow and Ahmedabad

7. DDG. NIC — with the reguest to place these instructions on the online notice

board of C-Visa and C-FRO.
Wl

(Pramod Ku‘ﬁw—;:)
Director (Foreigners)



